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Yemerandun for ¥Hr. Deglhor

fubjeots m@mw;az Estimative Suppert for Revision of HSC 107/2
{Iran

1. &8s you koow, wo are slresdy engaged in preparing RIE=-75,
¥Probable Developments in Irsy® and a study of special politieal capa-
bilities for use in the revision of MS( 107/2. 4 peed for further
support L8 indicated by discusslons in the Staff Assistanis, and
speoifically with the State reopresentative and the Arwy sdviser.

2, These discussions indicate two problemss

{8) The bepartment of iba 4l
‘about the use of U8
gvent of attespted or actusi iiat selsure of power on the
grownd that such acticn would msmdiﬁbsly pouse the USEH to ine
woke the 1921 Tresaty and intervene in forece. 4t the Denior
Stalf masting, snd again in the Ztaff sgsistants, State agreed
o give the surrent legal view as to the applicability of that
troaty. Subseguently State raported that its trealment of the
point in the 1951 Staff Study for HSC 107/2 (mee copy attached,
paragraphs 2627} represented iis current view and the 1
position thet the Departamd would take. 3tate guickly
howaver, that the real guestion iz not whether the USSR wuld
be mweallg entified to introduce its troops, but wvhether it
would in fact do s0, whether in tie cireumstances the rest of
the world and spaaiﬁeam the D§ would view such Soviet asction
a8 aggression and whethor the 1921 treaty seriously alfects
#ither conolusion. In State's judgment, ths answer to these
qmtims m& be sought ﬂmmgh the JAC rather than uni-

{v) W¥hils they have uct said so in 30 many woerds, bosh the
JU8 and drmy pecple strongly implied that their present planning
. for action inm the svent of an attempted or sebtual Communist
seigure of pover in Iran was extremely fragaentary, and in par-
tieuler lacked an adequate statsment of the possible oircum-
stances that might surround thie basic evend, 18., whether the
initisl seimre would take place in Tehran or clsewhere, whether
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the Avmy wonld be likely to be subverted or to remsin anti-
Loummist, how the tribes would retcl, eic. There 18 sume
discuseion of these points in the sariler Staff Study {specifi~
cally paragraphs 19, 22-23), but it io Par from adequate as

& basis for sili - planning or, for that matier, as s basis
{or planning

3s I seoms to me thab these two noeds could be meb APPPO=
priately by a epeclal estimate dealing with the two issues in reverse »
roughly as followst :

(8) what siroumstences would probably surround an atisspted
or actual Communist selsure of power, in torms of centers of
Comeunist and anti-Jomonmlst strength, position of the Iranian
army, position of the trives, ote.? the estimste would not
atbonpt to amsign minot degrees of probability to various sets
of eircumstances bub simply to pick oubt a werkable number,
purhaps three or four, of the most likely sets of eircumstences,
in order to serve 85 & busis for plamnimg, ... . . .

g the resstion of other natioms to ihe use

in this gvent, with pardioular reforance 25X6A
- SOViet rasgtion, UN resction, snd the eoffest of the 1921

Yreaty on each? :

25X1A%9a

Thie 15, of course, a brief outline, and the terms of reference would
be expunded from this basis,

he Assuming this project makes asnse, iteitiming presents diffi-
culties, It would be extresely difficult for O/NR to handle i% gcne
ourrently with HIB-75, and 1% ie the view of tha O/NE steff that the
work en B1E-75 will contribute eubstantlally tewsrd a satisfectory
#ot of planning sssumptions on point 3 (a) above, althoagh it would
not. aontribute so distinetly to 3 (b). On the other hand, the serve
ices may feel that the planning assumptions sre s prerequisite to any
activity on their part, so thet from this standpeint 3 {a) at lsast
would be more urgent even than HIE~75. 5o far e 3 (b) 18 converned
it is sy perscnal Yeeling that the Army 1s "fighting the problem™
awaltling any answer on these questicons and should be instrustad
aspume that the use of US forces is to b uwndertaken, on the basias
of & decision that takes into ssoount 8l these factorsy in other
vords, the planners do not need the answers %o thess questions, al~
though the men who maks the soticon decision certainly would,

25X1A9%9a

-2

Approved For Release 1§{Ho§BRER-RDP79B00970A000100050023-3




Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79B00970A000100050023-3

TOP SEGRET

25X1A9a
S5« I propose to discuss this problem with ¥r.

and
would slso recoamond the following sdditional moves: :

{(a) Immediate comsultation by me with the Defonse, State,
and JG8 rapresentatives,

{b) I time permits, porhaps somewhat more detalled terms
of reference based on these soasyltations,

{e) Sulmiselon of the sroject by you at the Jenilor Stafs
aseting on Thursday.

Hay I have your Judgmont on those as socn as possible?

25X1A9a




